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The United States Federal
Bureau of Investigation have
been central in defining serial
murder since the 1970s.

Originally using a victim count
of three, in 2008 this was
revised to two victims for a
series to be identified.

Some definitions include up to
five or six victims.

While some authors argue we
shouldn’t focus too much on
the actual numbers, this is the
most basic consideration for
identifying when a series has
occurred and so it is critical to
be consistent.




